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Dear RCSD Community Member, 

This has been a September like no other!  A huge thank you to the facilities staff and the many faculty 
and staff volunteers for their hard work in getting everything ready for the start of school. From  
applying 6 foot markers around school entrances, to spacing every desk in the District, to installing 
240 hand sanitizer dispensers, to setting up a thousand desk shields – they did it all.  Two of our  
administrators literally drove to Rochester, NY, and back to pick up the last 500 three sided polycar-
bonate desk shields so they could be installed in the schools. Talk about going above and beyond! 

I also want to say thank you to the entire Rye community for their generous support of the District’s 
reopening efforts. On September 15, the Rye Fund for Education presented the school district with a 
check for $100,000 in community contributions. The District has already received an initial $50,000 
donation from the Fund. As you might imagine, all the new health and safety measures needed to 
open the schools – from new MERV-13 ventilation filters, to electrostatic sprayers, to gallons of hand 
sanitizer and cleaning solution, to thousands of disposable masks – don’t come free. We are so  
incredibly grateful for this critical support and aid. We do know that these expenses will continue to 
grow and present significant fiscal challenges for the foreseeable future. Thank you in advance for 
your continued support and continued donations to the campaign. This important community effort 
will help to stave off cuts to programs and staffing that could result if these expenses continue  
without support from the federal government. 

The first day of school this year was Tuesday, September 8, and it was positively surreal for students, 
parents, teachers, and administrators alike. There were students in masks, lined up 6 feet apart to be 
checked in by administrators, nurses, and teachers confirming their health assessment forms were 
complete. Still, despite the strange atmosphere, the smiles and back to school excitement were there. 

Every year, at the beginning of the school year, I give every employee in the School District a book. So 
You Want to Talk About Race by Ijeoma Olua is this year’s selection. It is not a book about education, 
nor is it written for educators; it’s a book that applies to all of us. You may have heard of the book, it is 
a New York Times #1 bestseller and its author, Ijeoma Olua, is a writer and speaker who has been  
featured in the New York Times, The Washington Post, Elle magazine, and the Guardian. 

So You Want to Talk About Race was written to serve as a guidepost for talking about race in America.  
As the District’s Race, Inclusivity and Community task force begins the important work of fielding an  
equity audit of the school district  in conjunction with the Metro Center at NYU, this book can be a help-
ful guide as we begin to tackle an issue that has challenged our nation for too many years. Organized 
into chapters that help define important terminology and assist in developing understanding, Oluo then 
teaches and guides the reader in learning how to have these necessary but difficult conversations. n
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Eric Byrne, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 

RHS’s Six National Merit Scholar Semifinalists 
Six Rye High School Seniors were named National Merit Semifinalists in early September. 
The students earned the recognition by scoring well on the PSAT/ NMSQT test taken in 
their junior year. Of the over 1.5 million juniors in about 21,000 high schools nationwide 
who took the test, approximately 16,000 were named semifinalists. Rye High School’s six 
semifinalists are:  

Breanna Brownson 
Elizabeth Fink 
Alexis Francis 
Lucy Langer 
Geoffrey Lien 
Zoe Whitehead Rockas 

The students will be recognized at a Board of Education meeting. Congratulations to the 
students, their families and teachers! n 

Continued from previous page

In all my years as an educator, I think I’ve never seen so many kids – and teachers – thrilled to be 
back at school. 

Given that visitors are not allowed in our school buildings, and that back to school nights will be  
virtual this year, we know it’s hard for parents and community members to imagine what life inside 
our school buildings is like during these times. At the September 29 Board Meeting, I shared a 
slideshow of images from inside and outside our schools. Please click here to take a look. 

A brief construction update: the Nugent Stadium field is looking terrific; the track base has been laid 
and the new turf has been delivered, striped and painted with a huge Garnet “G” in the center of 
the field. So far, the work is on schedule and due to be completed by the end of September.  Work 
on the Midland field is also moving along, and is similarly due to be completed by late Septem-
ber/early October, weather cooperating. Construction on the new bathrooms in the High School 
and Middle School is complete, and the new RMS gym lighting is installed. Photos of these im-
provements are also in the slideshow linked above, and we look forward to the day when we can 
welcome everyone back into the schools to see them. 

Sincerely, 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vS6tk8oTcXSIYTJAGvyboyzWdtnwB54cixKOSD5e1QFHEB8AFAjUQgMAto0UnixukVSrn6-TqdIUB92/pub?start=true&loop=false&delayms=2000


Teacher of the Year for 2020-2021 

The Rye City School District Teacher of the Year is nominated annually by his or her fellow teachers, 
administrators, and current and former parents and students. The teacher selected for the next 
school year is announced at Superintendent’s Conference Day at the end of June. This year, the day 
was held virtually, but that didn’t change the level of excitement and anticipation. Drum roll, 
please...and the winner is…Kristie Orlando-Bangali! 

Kristie joined the Rye City School District in 2008 as a World Languages teacher.  For nine years, she 
taught Spanish at Rye Middle School. As a teacher, she was always at the forefront of instructional 
technology. Her students benefited from her knowledge, excelled in class, and as a colleague put it, 
“adored her.”  

In 2017 she applied for and received the position of teacher on special assignment/Instructional 
Technology Specialist, supporting teachers and administrators in grades 6-12. She has served as the 
IT Staff Developer for the Middle and High School ever since. 

As an IT specialist, Kristie leads 1-1 sessions, small groups, delivers professional development, holds 
workshops – including the famous Breakfast bunch – teaches classes on Superintendent’s  
Conference Days, and creates informative and engaging technology newsletters. Her PD sessions  
fill up within minutes of being opened. Her slide decks are legendary. Teachers who attended her 
workshops walk away with multiple activities and applications tailored to their specific content area 
that they can begin using right away. 

Her teaching has enabled teachers to leave their technology comfort zone. Many were better  
prepared for the transition to remote learning because of her training workshops. Her value to her 
colleagues has only increased during the past 3 months.  As one colleague said, “ I would be lost 
during this remote schooling if I had not taken courses with Kristie and if she were not available to 
teach me about additional applications I am using like Screencastify, FlipGrid, Padlet and more.” 
Prior to coming to Rye, Kristie worked as an 8th grade Spanish teacher at P.S./I.S. 194 in Bronx, NY. 
She has a BA from Muhlenberg College with a Major in Spanish and an MA in Bilingual/Bicultural 
Studies from Teachers College. 

As one colleague said, “To be quite honest, I never before thought of nominating a teacher for 
Teacher of the Year; As this year went on...and I was being helped continuously, over and over 
again, by one, specific faculty member, I realized this is exactly what Teacher of the Year looks like.“ 

Congratulations to Kristie, the RCSD Teacher of the Year for 2020-21! 

Kristie Orlando



LOOKING AHEAD: 

Monday, October 12 
Columbus Day 
Schools and Offices Closed 

Tuesday, October 13 
Board of Education Meeting 
7:30 p.m. 
Via Google Meet 

Tuesday, October 27 
Board of Education Meeting 
7:30 p.m. 
Via Google Meet 

Commendations 

n Rye High School was recognized as a NYSPHSAA School of Distinction. The award signifies 
that all of the school’s 18 eligible teams for the 2019-20 school year met the requirements 
of a GPA of 90 or above. These 18 teams were only the teams that played in the fall and 
winter seasons. Due to COVID-19, there were no spring sports. The following teams were 
included in the award: 

Fall 2019 Winter 2019-2020 
Cross Country (Boys) Basketball (Boys) 
Cross Country (Girls) Basketball (Girls) 
Field Hockey Competitive Cheer (New 2020) 
Football Ice Hockey 
Soccer (Boys) Skiing (Girls) 
Soccer (Girls) Swimming (Boys) 
Swimming (Girls Indoor Track (Boys) 
Tennis (Girls) Indoor Track (Girls) 
Volleyball Wrestling 

n Three RHS students have been selected for the 2020 NYSSMA All-State Performing 
Ensemble to perform virtually this year. They are: 

Hannah Lloyd - Cello - String Orchestra 
Airi Matsushita - Violin - Symphony Orchestra 
Geoffrey Lien - Viola - Symphony Orchestra 

Congratulations to the students and their now retired teacher, Lynn Kraut, who prepared 
them for the competition 

n Junior Leslie Lachman was named a News Channel 12’s “education ambassador.” Lesley 
logged her first days back at RHS. The videos are posted to YouTube. Watch day 1 
by clicking here. 

n Thank you to the parents and students who generously donated gift bags and notes of en-
couragement to everyone at the District’s schools. They were much appreciated! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TzxsYKKmyuU&feature=youtu.be



